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(57) Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To make it possible to 
connect a large number of image forming devices by 
using existing image forming devices and hosts. 

SOLUTION: To a printer controller 5, many hosts 1a and 
1b and printers 2a-2c are connected. A processing 
means 20 of the printer controller 5 patrols the printers 
2a-2c to gather printer information and the update and 
store it in a RAM 23. When image information is sent out 
of the host 1a, it is matched against the printer 
information stored in the RAM 23 to select the matching 
printer 2b. The selected printer 2b is connected to the 
host 1b and receives the image information, thereby 
performing a printing process. 
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